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Archdiocesan
Mission Statement

Taking to heart the
last words of the Lord
Jesus, we will go into
the world to proclaim
the Good News to the
whole of creation.
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DEANERY TEAM

GOSPEL REFLECTION
  St.Stephen was the first disciple of Jesus to die for his faith. Stephen was young and generous and
brave. He bore witness to Jesus in word and deed, and paid the ultimate price. The most striking
feature of his death is the resemblance it bears to the death of Jesus. Like Jesus, Stephen was
innocent. Like Jesus, Stephen was accused of blasphemy, and tried before the supreme council of
the Jews, the Sanhedrin. Like Jesus, he died a violent death outside the city – in this way both of them
were turned into outcasts. Like Jesus, Stephen prayed for those who killed him: “Lord, do not hold this
sin against them.” Finally, as Jesus died he surrendered his soul into the hands of God with the prayer,
“Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” As Stephen died he surrendered his soul into the hands
of Jesus, saying, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” In all of this, Luke’s intention is clear. The death of
Stephen the first martyr mirrors the death of Jesus. The cruelty of his death by stoning hardly bears
thinking about. It is simply a terrible way to die. Yet it still goes on today in different parts of the world.
And as we know only too well from the events in Sri Lanka on Easter Sunday morning, people are still
martyred today for their faith in God. In Stephen’s case, Stephen was prepared for his stoning to death
by a person called Saul, a fanatical Pharisee, who thought he was honouring God by killing people
like Stephen. The idea that we can honour God by killing, by breaking one of the most important of
his commandments, is completely abhorrent.
  Saul, or Paul, as he was soon to become known, later became a great convert to the Christian faith.
He became one of its greatest champions. No doubt he was impressed by the courage and forgiveness
Stephen showed as he died. Saul’s conversion shows that a person can change, and that God never
writes off anyone. But it was not just in death that Stephen showed these qualities. Stephen had already
proved his commitment to Jesus in the life that he led. He was one of the first deacons appointed by
the apostles to distribute food to widows. But he also preached the Word of God. And it was his fearless
preaching about Jesus that aroused the anger of the Jewish religious leaders of the time. Stephen
bore the highest kind of witness to Jesus. He witnessed with his death. This degree of witnessing to
Jesus is not granted to or asked of everyone. What is asked of each of us is to witness with our lives
each day, by the way we live out our faith together. The world today is crying out for the witness of
people who are not afraid to be real Christians. Besides showing us how to witness, Stephen showed
us how to forgive and how to surrender one’s self to the goodness and mercy of the Lord. Let us pray
that we may do this each day.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Psalm Response: The Lord is king, most high above all the earth.

Gospel Acclamation: I will not leave you orphans says the Lord;
        I will come back to you, and your hearts will be full of joy.
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Synod 2020 - The Story So Far

Preparations for Synod 2020 are continuing. As
the Archbishop himself said in his Pastoral Letter
for Synod Sunday 2018, the Synod is the time
when we choose the path to walk on.
Those who volunteered to be members are in
the process of attending training sessions. We
will continue to give you further updates
regarding the process of the Synod because
there may well be times when you are invited to
contribute towards the Synod in terms of sharing

your views concerning the future mission of the Church in the
Archdiocese. Your views will be very important.

Here is a reminder of the “Synod Timeline” for the first year.
● May – June 2019 – Listening and discerning in

Parishes. (Led by Members)
● 21st or 25th or 28th September – Meeting of

Members. (Members can attend any one meeting)
● Oct 2019 – Jan 2020 – Pastoral Area Pre-Synod 1.

(One in each Pastoral Area)

Our Synod Questions
Four Synod Questions that will inform and inspire our project
of listening over the coming months have been published and
addressed in the last four weekly newsletters.

These questions begin from the truth that God speaks to us in
our everyday lives and, as we reflect on our lives, we encounter
Christ (c.f. Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium 8). We are then
invited to think about what the Catholic Church is for. This will
allow the Spirit of God to open our hearts so that, finally, we
can reflect on the questions, issues, and topics that our Synod
should make recommendations on. We are all invited to reflect
deeply and respond to these four Synod Questions.

Synod 2020: Have Your Say
Please ensure that your voice is heard in response to the Four
Synod Questions. Attend a local Listening Gathering in your
Pastoral Area (see local notices for details) or respond online
at www.synod2020.co.uk

PARISH NEWS
Ladies Group (Amended)

Please note, the Ladies Group meeting scheduled for Tuesday 4th
June has had to be cancelled. The next  meeting will take place in
August.

Churches Together in Atherton
 Pentecost Celebration

Please try your very best to come along to a special
Pentecost Celebration at Atherton Parish Church next
Sunday, 9th June at 4.00pm. The service, which has been
arranged by “Churches Together In Atherton”, will provide
us with a great celebration to mark Pentecost Sunday, the
birthday of the Church. The service will be followed by a
“bring to the table” tea in Atherton Baptist Church. Please
come along and join us in prayer and friendship.

Afternoon Tea with the Guides
On Saturday 8th June,  St Ambrose Barlow guides will be holding
an Afternoon Tea in St Ambrose Barlow Church Hall with servings
at 2.00pm and 3.30pm.
Cost is £10 with Prosecco and £7 without, children £5. There will
also be a raffle and other refreshments on sale. All proceeds go to
our Guide unit. To book a place please contact Delia on 07753
929476 or Bernadette on 07907 874203.
Thank you for your continued support.

Children’s Liturgy
The next Children’s Liturgy at Holy Family will be on Sunday
9th June at the 11.00am Mass.

The Archdiocese of Liverpool School Awards
Congratulations to St Gabriel’s School who were last week
awarded with the ‘School of the Year Award’ from the
Archdiocese of Liverpool out of over 200 schools and
colleges. This is a remarkable achievement and testimony
to both staff and students.

The nomination read: “St
Gabriel’s is based in Higher
Folds in Leigh and prides itself
on its core Christian Values,
supporting some of the most
vulnerable children and families
from their community. This fully
inclusive school has worked hard
to take the school from ‘Requires
Improvement’ to ‘Good’. With a
continuous focus on CPD
(Continuing Professional
Development) and improving

teaching and learning, the school has celebrated outstanding
progress and all children achieve significantly better than
national, placing the school’s results in the top 10%
nationally.”
The school was also
shortlisted for an Inclusion
Award, and Governing Body
of the Year, which were
awarded to other schools, but
we are delighted to receive
the top award and be named
School of the Year 2019.

Congratulations to staff, pupils
and governors!

LAST WEEK’S PARISH COLLECTIONS

Offertory             £1820.36
Let The Children Live      £  525.13

Thank you for your generosity.

SECOND COLLECTIONS
Today

Catholic Communications Network
World Communications Day is about highlighting the way
the Church uses the media to proclaim the Gospel. The
second collection will go to support the Catholic
Communications Network, which is the Church’s media office
in the UK.  Website: www.catholicnews.org.uk

Next Week
Friends of the Holy Land

Friends of the Holy Land (FHL) is a charitable organisation
supporting the Christians of the Holy Land, who are suffering
greatly. The work of FHL is entirely non-political and is
carried out with the backing and blessing of Anglican and
Catholic Bishops in England and Wales.  Have a look at the
website: www.friendsoftheholyland.org.uk



 Newsletter
Please ensure that items for next week’s newsletter are sent
in by Wednesday evening. Thank you.

Clergy Addresses
Fr Paul Seddon: St Richard’s Presbytery, Mayfield Street,
Atherton, Manchester M46 OAQ

Fr Paul Grady: Holy Family Presbytery, 208 Chaddock Lane,
Boothstown, Worsley, Manchester M28 1DN

Finance
All monies should be paid into the Parish account of St Margaret
Clitherow Please note spelling ‘Clitherow’). Thank you.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Many of you will have heard the following notice which was
read out at all the Masses recently. We will publish it in the
Newsletter for the next few weeks so that everyone can read
it at home.

Last September, as many of you are aware, our Pastoral Area,
the Deanery of Leigh, was expanded to include Golborne,
Lowton, Croft and Hindley Green. We increased in number from
seven churches to ten, with an increase in priests from four to
five. This change happened very suddenly, without consultation,
and it has been a very difficult year trying to adapt to these
changes, especially since our Pastoral Area has now become
one of the largest, geographically, in the Archdiocese.

The Archbishop has now informed us that Fr.Colin – who at
present looks after St.Joseph’s, Leigh – will be leaving us and
taking up a new appointment from September. He will NOT be
replaced. Therefore we are facing the prospect of looking after
a much larger Pastoral Area with less number of priests. This will
inevitably lead to change, not just in terms of the number of
churches but also to the times and availability of Sunday Masses
in the Pastoral Area. This will also lead to a change in the way
we work as priests. The Archdiocese has asked us to conduct a
review of the buildings (that is, churches and halls) that we are
using at present.

As many of you may be aware the Pastoral Area submitted a
Pastoral Plan five years ago to address many of these issues.
At that time the Archdiocese chose not to act on these
recommendations. Due to the reduction in the number of priests,
many of these issues are now more pressing.

By September a new Sunday Mass Schedule will have to be in
place which probably WILL involve church closures. This will also
involve a reduction in the number of Sunday Masses, simply
because we have less priests looking after a much larger area.
We simply cannot be in two places at once.

Fr.Colin has been a great member of our team for the last five
years and he will be greatly missed. We ask you to pray for him
and pray for all of us – people and priests alike – as we face such
great challenges in the very near future.

During the next few weeks and months the priests of the Pastoral
Area will continue to meet with representatives from the
Archdiocese to make plans for the future. We will try our best to
keep you informed of any progress and involve you as people of
the Pastoral Area in whatever way we can.

FORTHCOMING EVENT

Climate Lobby, Wednesday 26th June
CAFOD invites you to join its Climate Lobby in London on
Wednesday 26th June saying, “It’s time to confront this climate
and environmental crisis and tell our leaders that Britain should no
longer contribute to the destruction of our common home. To sign
up to join us at the lobby, go to
www.cafod.org.uk/Climate/Campaign/Climate-lobby.”

* * * * * * *

Weekday Mass Intentions
There is a shortage of Mass Offerings for weekday Mass Intentions
across the parish. Additional Mass Offerings for weekday Masses would
be welcomed.

Reflect
In today’s Gospel reading Jesus asks that the unity he expe-
riences with the Father will also be experienced by those who
believe in him.

Pray
Our Father, help us be united with you and all the People of
God throughout the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ.

Act

It is important that we show solidarity and unity with our fellow
Christians throughout the world in whatever way we can -
through prayer, through monetary donations, through practi-
cal support. How can you show your Christian Unity this week?

Challenge
Prayer deepens our relationship with God. Take time this
week to pray to the Lord and to listen to his response. Where
is he leading us?

Prayer in preparation for Synod 2020

We thank you Father
For the love you have shown us
In the gift of Jesus, your Son.

We thank you for the gift of the Church,
Through which you show us that you are
always with us and are always at work in
our lives.

As we journey together to Synod 2020
help us to become the Church that you are calling us to be.
May your Holy Spirit  be powerfully at work among us
Strengthen each of us and guide Francis, our Pope
and Malcolm our Archbishop.

Help us to respond to the challenges of our times in new
ways to bring your love to all our sisters and brothers.

We make this prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord.

AMEN



READINGS FOR NEXT WEEKEND

Pentecost Sunday

First Reading – Acts 2:1-11
Luke describes the descent of the Holy Spirit on the apostles, and
the effect it had on them.

Second Reading – Romans 8:8-17
The Holy Spirit gives different gifts to different people, for the good
of the Church, the Body of Christ.

Gospel Reading – John 14:15-16,23-26
The Risen Jesus gives the gift of the Holy Spirit to his disciples
and inaugurates the mission of the Church.

Amy Turnbull
Anelyse Lewis
Arthur Leggett
All Cancer Patients
Anne Broad
Baby George
Baby Grace
Baby Luke
Bernard O’Donnell
Brenda Southern
Bridie Molyneux
Catherine Jones
Christopher Browne
Clare Barlow
Clifford Browne
Eddie Shaw
Elizabeth Hulmes
Emma Oldham
Enid Kenwright
Fon O’Hara
Freda Peake
Gerald Hackett
Guy Ryan
Hannah Delargy
 Irene McIntyre
Jack Rothwell
Jean Tchibukdjian
Jennifer Langin
Jess Garrett
Jessie Lucas
Joan Wilkinson
John Neary
John Wall
Kathy Kenyon
Maisie Sweeney (10)
Margaret Case
Margaret Dawson
Margaret Ross
Margaret Wall
Marjorie Price
Mary Tiernan
Maureen Halliday
Michael Wright
Rev Jim Melia
Sandra Jones
Shelagh Welsby
Stephen Howell
Terence Flanagan
Terry Barlow
Thelma Humble
Theresa Stanley
Thomas McLoughlin
Wyn Wright
Yvonne Mellin
If any of the above are
now better please tell

margaretclitherow
@Yahoo.com

Please pray for
those who are Sick

LATELY DEAD

Please pray for
those who have
died recently:

Mary Bartley
Brendan Deignan

Patrick Fahy
Eternal rest grant unto them, O

Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them. May they rest

in peace. Amen.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday Confessions after 10.00 am Mass at Holy Family
& after both 6.00 pm Masses

in St Ambrose and St Richard’s.

Confession also available where possible by request / appointment.

Week Beginning
2nd June Holy Family St. Ambrose Barlow St. Richard’s

SUNDAY
9.00 am

Anastasia Giblin

11.00 am
Wedding Anniversary,
Paul & Michelle Callan

(Sat) 6.00 pm
Vincent Carey

11.00 am
Brendan Deignan

(Sat) 6.00 pm
Sarah Hodgkiss

9.30 am
Ernest Daniels

MONDAY

TUESDAY 9.15 am
Pastoral Area

9.15 am
Jennifer Whittam

WEDNESDAY
6.30 pm

Teresa Unsworth
Mass of Thanksgiving
with First Communion

Children from Holy
Family

9.00 - 10.00 am
Exposition of the Blessed

Sacrament

THURSDAY No Mass today due to
Clergy Away Day

9.15 am
Dean Berrington

FRIDAY
10.00 am

Parishioners
Mass in St Gabriel’s School

10.00 am
Joseph Lyons

SATURDAY

10.00 am
Mary Bartley

10.00 am
Exposition & Rosary

(Sat) 6.00 pm
Sean Fanning

(Sat) 6.00 pm
Gertrude Sandilands

NEXT SUNDAY

9.00 am
Lois & Frank O’Neill

11.00 am
Teresa Unsworth

11.00 am
Special Intention

9.30 am
Stephen & Derrick

Langin

BAPTISM
We welcome into our family of

Faith

Appolin Kamden
May God bless them and their

family.


